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Application of Palmer drought severity index method
to real time drought survey in China
YANG Yang', AN Shur2qing’, LIU WeRwei®, XU Sheng', ZHOU Guliang', QI Jiar2guo', WANG Lin', ZHENG Wen'

(11 Bureau of Hydrology, MWR, Beijing 100053, China; 21 Chiness Academy of Meteordogical Science, Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: In order to use the Palmer drought severity index method (PDSIM) in the realRtime large scale drought survey, the
Palmer modified drought index (PMDI) of daily model is developed based on the further modification of the PDSIM by Liu
WeDwei etcl (2004)1 Affer the initial parameters adjustments of 556 weather stations scattered in China, the countrywide daily
PMDI calculation system is establishedl The results of one years operation show its validity, and it can describe in time the

large scale drought situation and its evolvementl

Key words: drought survey; Palmer drought severity index; real time operational system



