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Advances in assessment indicators o irrigation water use eficiency
QUI Yuarrlai , XIONGJia

(State Key Laboratory o Water Resources and Hydropower Engineering Sdence, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abgract : The definitions and their utlization about the assessment indicatorsof the irrigation water use dficiency (IWUE) are
revieved. The disadvantages and their use conditions of the exiging IWUE are analyzed. We oonclude that no indicators can
be used to quantify IWUE in any conditions. FHrgly , the conrotations of different nomenclature of IWUE are ambiguity , which
results in the use interchangeably of various terms regardiess of the precise inplications of their recommendations. Secondly
Dme new concepts of assesament framenork and indicators are right , but it is difficult to determine the conponents in the
framework , and thus not suitable for the utilization in water management in an irrigation sysem. Hndly , we point out the es
sentidity of giving the precise inplications of the exiging IWUEs and their gecific use oonditions, invedigate their relation-
ships and dfecting factors, and propose the methodology of eval uating the water saving potiential .

Key words: irrigation water use dficiency ; irrigation eficiency ; water productivity ; assessment indicator ; water saving poti-
ential
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